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close as 
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snow grows 
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The forecast of snow in the 
Triangle grew and grew on 
Tuesday, and now meteorol- 
ogists expect anywhere from 2 
to 5 inches to fall today. 

All Triangle public school 
systems announced Tuesday 
they would be closed today. 

The National Weather Service 
in Raleigh on Tuesday issued a 
winter storm warning for central 
North Carolina through 4 p.m. 
today, with snow expected to 
arrive after midnight Tuesday 
and last well into Wednesday. 

The weather service upgraded 
its snowfall accumulation fore- 
cast Tuesday, calling for 2 to 5 
inches for the Triangle, with 
more expected to the north 
along the Virginia border. 

Locally higher amounts up to 
6 inches also are possible in 
parts of central North Carolina 
near the Triad and further 
north, the weather service said. 

Central North Carolina may 
see hazardous driving condi- 
tions by rush hour this morning, 
the weather service said. 

Gov. Roy Cooper declared a 
state of emergency for all of 
North Carolina beginning on 
Tuesday to allow for deploy- 
ment of resources for storm 
response. Cooper also an- 
nounced that the state would 
activate its Emergency Oper- 
ations Center this morning. 

“Nearly all of North Carolina 
will be impacted by this winter 
storm, and we’re making sure 
North Carolina is ready,” Gov. 
Cooper said. “I urge all of our 
residents to be prepared and to 
stay safe.” 


SEE SNOW, 5A 
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For the latest updates on delays and 
closures, go to newsobserver.com. 


On immigration reform, 
Tillis clashes with old guard 
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About 50 protesters with the Tuesdays with Tillis Indivisible group called for renewal of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals policy, or DACA, 
as they marched Tuesday at the Terry Sanford Federal Building in Raleigh. Some of the speakers were DACA recipients who came here as children. 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Veterans with the scars of 
previous immigration reform 
battles and new voices hoping to 
make their mark by solving the 
vexing issue, such as North 
Carolina Sen. Thom Tillis, are 
battling over which bloc is best 
positioned to lead the ongoing 
negotiations. 

“If we get new players in the 
game, that will give us a boost. 
It’s time for them (new players) 
to raise their voices so people 
know, it’s not just the same 
people. A lot of us want a solu- 
tion,” said Rep. Carlos Curbelo, 
R-Fla. 

The second-term Miami con- 
gressman cited Tillis as one of 
the potential players. 

Two of the veteran senators, 
Richard Durbin, an Illinois 


ANDREW HARNIK AP 


From left, Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.; Secretary of Homeland Security 
Kirstjen Nielsen; Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-lowa; President Donald Trump 
and Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., arrive for Thursday's immigration meeting. 


Democrat, and Lindsey Gra- 
ham, a South Carolina Repub- 
lican, presented a bipartisan 


compromise to President Don- 
ald Trump on Thursday. 
Trump dismissed it as an “out- 
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Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen 
Nielsen denies hearing Trump vulgarity. 6A 


landish proposal,” calling it “a big 
setback for DACA.” Durbin and 
Graham were part of the “Gang 
of Eight” senators who in 2013 
pushed a comprehensive im- 
migration reform bill through the 
Senate. The measure went no- 
where in the House. 

Tillis had been a member of 
the bipartisan group working with 
Durbin and Graham until recent 
weeks. Tillis said this week that 
he had pulled back from that 
group, saying it’s “appropriate 
when you get a point where you 
may not be on the same page to 
withdraw to the group of like- 
minded.” 

He has positioned himself, 
along with Oklahoma Republican 
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US military prepares for a last 
resort: War with North Korea 


BY HELENE COOPER, 
ERIC SCHMITT, 
THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF 
AND JOHN ISMAY 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Across the military, officers 
and troops are quietly preparing 
for a war they hope will not 
come. 


At Fort Bragg in North Car- 
olina last month, a mix of 48 
Apache gunships and Chinook 
cargo helicopters took off in an 
exercise that practiced moving 
troops and equipment under live 
artillery fire to assault targets. 
Two days later, in the skies 


above Nevada, 119 soldiers from 


the Army’s 82nd Airborne Divi- 
sion parachuted out of C-17 


military cargo planes under 


cover of darkness in an exercise 


that simulated a foreign in- 
vasion. 
Next month, at Army posts 


across the United States, more 
than 1,000 reserve soldiers will 


practice how to set up mobili- 
zation centers that move mil- 


itary forces overseas in a hurry. 
And beginning next month with 


the Winter Olympics in the 
South Korean town of Pyeong- 
chang, the Pentagon plans to 
send more Special Operations 
troops to the Korean Peninsula, 
an initial step toward what some 
officials said ultimately could be 
the formation of a Korea-based 
task force similar to the types 
that are fighting in Iraq and 
Syria. Others said the plan was 
strictly related to counter- 
terrorism efforts. 

In the world of the U.S. mil- 
itary, where contingency plan- 
ning is a mantra drummed into 
the psyche of every officer, the 
moves are ostensibly part of 


standard Defense Department 
training and troop rotations. But 
the scope and timing of the 
exercises suggest a renewed 
focus on getting the country’s 
military prepared for what could 
be on the horizon with North 
Korea. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
and Gen. Joseph Dunford Jr., 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, both argue forcefully for 
using diplomacy to address 
Pyongyang’s nuclear ambitions. 
A war with North Korea, Mattis 
said in August, would be “cata- 


SEE NORTH KOREA, 10A 
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